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Directions: Practice by saying the word pairs and example sentences, then speak the words
from this reading.
Word Pairs fur-fear, her-here, burr-beer, girl-gear, sir-sear

Example sentence: Were girls hurrying her further?

Examples from this reading: Specter - Shattered - Wavering - Encountered - Competitor - Quarter -

Part B- Vocabulary and Reading

Directions: Study the following keywords and definintions.
1. in the air -(id) - Current, exerting an influence.
2. flimsy -(adj) - Thin and weak.
3. specter -(n) - A haunting or ghostly image.
4. bound -(v) - The limit or end.
5. companion -(n) - A partner; someone who spends time with another.

1. Read the entire passage quickly and generate questions using the graphic organizer
below.

2. Read the passage again more carefully and try to answer your questions.

Thick Questions
Big questions that you need to THINK and
SEARCH to find the answers to.
EXAMPLES:
Why does the author think that…?
What would happen if …?
Why does…?

Thin Questions
Smaller questions that you can find the
answer to RIGHT IN THE TEXT.
EXAMPLES:
What…?
Who…?
When…?
Where…?

Questions Possible Answers Questions Possible Answers



His terror rose to desperation.  He rained a shower of kicks and blows upon Gunpowder, his horse.  His
hope was by a sudden movement to give his companion the slip.  But the specter started full jump with
him.  Away, then, they dashed through thick and thin.  Stones flew and sparks flashed at every bound. 
Ichabod's flimsy garments fluttered in the air.  He stretched his long lank body away over his horse's
head, in the eagerness of his flight.

6. instead of -(adv) - A different choice; in place of.
7. opposite -(adj) - Completely different.
8. quarter -(n) - One of four equal parts.
9. possessed -(v) - To own.

10. plunged -(v) - To push into quickly, like a rock falling into water.

 
They had now reached the road which turns off to Sleepy Hollow.  But Gunpowder, who seemed
possessed with a demon, instead of keeping up it, made an opposite turn.  They plunged headlong
downhill to the left.  This road leads through a sandy hollow shaded by trees for about a quarter of a
mile.  There it crosses the bridge famous in the goblin story.  Just beyond that swells the green knoll on
which stands the whitewashed town hall.
11. ado -(n) - unnecessary activity or ceremony.
12. apparent -(adj) - Obvious; easy to understand.
13. maintain -(v) - To cause a state or condition to continue.
14. saddle -(n) - The seat for a rider that goes on a horse, other animal, bicycle, etc.
15. clasping -(v) - To hold tightly.

As yet the panic of the steed had given his unskilful rider an apparent advantage in the chase.  But just
as he had got half way through the hollow, the girths of the saddle gave way!  He felt the saddle
slipping from under him.  He seized it by the pommel and tried to hold it firm.  But this was in vain.  He
had just time to save himself by clasping old Gunpowder round the neck.  The saddle fell to the earth,
and he heard it trampled under foot by his pursuer.  For a moment, the terror of Hans Van Ripper's
wrath passed across his mind.  It was his finest saddle.  But this was no time for petty fears.  The goblin
was hard on his haunches!  And (unskillful rider that he was!) he had much ado to maintain his seat. 
Sometimes he was slipping on one side, sometimes on another.  And sometimes he was jolted on the
high ridge of his horse's backbone, with a violence that he verily feared would cleave him asunder.
 
An opening in the trees now cheered him with the hopes that the town hall bridge was at hand.  The
wavering reflection of a silver star in the bosom of the brook told him that he was not mistaken.  He
saw the walls of the town hall dimly glaring under the trees beyond.  He recollected the place where
Brom Bones's ghostly competitor had disappeared.  "If I can but reach that bridge," thought Ichabod, "I
am safe."  Just then he heard the black steed panting and blowing close behind him.  He even fancied
that he felt his hot breath.  Another convulsive kick in the ribs, and old Gunpowder sprang upon the
bridge.  He thundered over the resounding planks.  He gained the opposite side!  And now Ichabod cast
a look behind to see if his pursuer should vanish, according to rule, in a flash of fire and brimstone.  Just
then he saw the goblin rising in his stirrups, and in the very act of hurling his head at him.  Ichabod
endeavored to dodge the horrible missile, but too late.  It encountered his cranium with a tremendous
crash—he was tumbled headlong into the dust, and Gunpowder, the black steed, and the goblin rider
passed by like a whirlwind.
The next morning the old horse was found without his saddle, and with the bridle under his feet, soberly
cropping the grass at his master's gate.  Ichabod did not make his appearance at breakfast.  Dinner
hour came, but no Ichabod.  The boys assembled at the schoolhouse, and strolled idly about the banks
of the brook.  But there was no schoolmaster.  Hans Van Ripper now began to feel some uneasiness
about the fate of poor Ichabod, and his saddle.  An inquiry was set on foot.  After diligent investigation,
they came upon his traces.  In one part of the road leading to the town hall was found the saddle
trampled in the dirt.  The tracks of horses' hoofs deeply dented in the road and evidently at furious
speed, were traced to the bridge.  Beyond that, on the bank of a broad part of the brook, where the
water ran deep and black, was found the hat of the unfortunate Ichabod.  Close beside it was a
shattered pumpkin.
 
Question 1: Suggest a different title for this text. Why do you think that this would make a good title? 



Question 2: Identify a quote from the text that you think is very important and explain why. 

Question 3: What part of the text is hard for you to understand? What do you think it means? 

Question 4: If you were asked to edit this text down to half its length, what details would you remove? 

Question 5: Write 3-5 sentences summarizing the text. 

Focus on Grammar
Superlatives show that one thing is the most something, among three or more of the same type. For example,
in the sentence "She is the smartest person in class" the word "smartest" tells us that she is smarter than all the
other students.
What is described as the most of something in the sentence(s) below?

   Directions: Identify how the superlatives is used in the sentence(s) below
1. It was his finest saddle.



A. instead of

Word Roots & Stems
Rule: The suffix ness changes an adjective into a noun, like happiness.

Directions: Identify the word that ends with -ness in each sentence and write it on the line.
1. He stretched his long lank body away over his horse's head , in the eagerness of his flight.

2. Hans Van Ripper now began to feel some uneasiness about the fate of poor Ichabod, and his saddle.

Directions: Fill in the blanks below, just as in the models.

Vocabulary Practice
FILL IN THE BLANK

Directions: Use the word bank to identify the word that best completes the
sentence.

instead of in the air ado apparent flimsy maintain
opposite quarter specter possessed bound companion
saddle clasping plunged

1. The empty bottles and dirty dishes make it _______________ that there was a party here.

2. The _______________ fork broke after only a week.

3. There was much _______________ made about nothing

4. He _______________es three cars, but only one runs.

5. He put the _______________ on the horse.

6. She _______________ the baby to her breast.

7. I will have the blue _______________ the red.

8. His _______________ on the trip was an old friend.

9. It is _______________ that we will be getting a new president next week.

10. Older sports cars are difficult _______________ but fun to drive.

11. Hot is the _______________ of cold.

12. The first _______________ of the year ends in March, the second in June.

13. He _______________ the spoon into the ice cream.

14. She believed that the house was haunted after she saw _______________s in the night.

15. The US is _______________ed by the Atlantic Ocean in the east and the Pacific in the west.

MATCHING

Directions: Write the letter of word that matches the definition on the line. If it helps, feel free
to also draw a line between the definition and the matching word.



A. instead of
B. in the air
C. ado
D. apparent
E. flimsy
F. maintain
G. opposite
H. quarter
I. specter
J. possessed
K. bound
L. companion
M. saddle
N. clasping
O. plunged

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

1. _______ Obvious; easy to understand. 

2. _______ Thin and weak. 

3. _______ unnecessary activity or ceremony. 

4. _______ To own. 

5. _______ The seat for a rider that goes on a horse, other animal, bicycle, etc. 

6. _______ To hold tightly. 

7. _______ A different choice; in place of. 

8. _______ A partner; someone who spends time with another. 

9. _______ Current, exerting an influence. 

10. _______ To cause a state or condition to continue. 

11. _______ Completely different. 

12. _______ One of four equal parts. 

13. _______ To push into quickly, like a rock falling into water. 

14. _______ A haunting or ghostly image. 

15. _______ The limit or end. 

WRITE YOUR OWN SENTENCES

Directions: For each of the words in the box, write an original sentence using the word.
Circle the vocabulary word in each sentence. Be sure to write a sentence that would help the
reader better understand the meaning of the word.

instead of in the air ado apparent flimsy maintain
opposite quarter specter possessed bound companion
saddle clasping plunged



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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His terror rose to desperation.  He rained a shower of kicks and blows upon Gunpowder, his horse.  His
hope was by a sudden movement to give his companion the slip.  But the specter started full jump with
him.  Away, then, they dashed through thick and thin.  Stones flew and sparks flashed at every bound. 
Ichabod's flimsy garments fluttered in the air.  He stretched his long lank body away over his horse's
head, in the eagerness of his flight.
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7. opposite -(adj) - Completely different.
8. quarter -(n) - One of four equal parts.
9. possessed -(v) - To own.

10. plunged -(v) - To push into quickly, like a rock falling into water.

 
They had now reached the road which turns off to Sleepy Hollow.  But Gunpowder, who seemed
possessed with a demon, instead of keeping up it, made an opposite turn.  They plunged headlong
downhill to the left.  This road leads through a sandy hollow shaded by trees for about a quarter of a
mile.  There it crosses the bridge famous in the goblin story.  Just beyond that swells the green knoll on
which stands the whitewashed town hall.
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12. apparent -(adj) - Obvious; easy to understand.
13. maintain -(v) - To cause a state or condition to continue.
14. saddle -(n) - The seat for a rider that goes on a horse, other animal, bicycle, etc.
15. clasping -(v) - To hold tightly.

As yet the panic of the steed had given his unskilful rider an apparent advantage in the chase.  But just
as he had got half way through the hollow, the girths of the saddle gave way!  He felt the saddle
slipping from under him.  He seized it by the pommel and tried to hold it firm.  But this was in vain.  He
had just time to save himself by clasping old Gunpowder round the neck.  The saddle fell to the earth,
and he heard it trampled under foot by his pursuer.  For a moment, the terror of Hans Van Ripper's
wrath passed across his mind.  It was his finest saddle.  But this was no time for petty fears.  The goblin
was hard on his haunches!  And (unskillful rider that he was!) he had much ado to maintain his seat. 
Sometimes he was slipping on one side, sometimes on another.  And sometimes he was jolted on the
high ridge of his horse's backbone, with a violence that he verily feared would cleave him asunder.
 
An opening in the trees now cheered him with the hopes that the town hall bridge was at hand.  The
wavering reflection of a silver star in the bosom of the brook told him that he was not mistaken.  He
saw the walls of the town hall dimly glaring under the trees beyond.  He recollected the place where
Brom Bones's ghostly competitor had disappeared.  "If I can but reach that bridge," thought Ichabod, "I
am safe."  Just then he heard the black steed panting and blowing close behind him.  He even fancied
that he felt his hot breath.  Another convulsive kick in the ribs, and old Gunpowder sprang upon the
bridge.  He thundered over the resounding planks.  He gained the opposite side!  And now Ichabod cast
a look behind to see if his pursuer should vanish, according to rule, in a flash of fire and brimstone.  Just
then he saw the goblin rising in his stirrups, and in the very act of hurling his head at him.  Ichabod
endeavored to dodge the horrible missile, but too late.  It encountered his cranium with a tremendous
crash—he was tumbled headlong into the dust, and Gunpowder, the black steed, and the goblin rider
passed by like a whirlwind.
The next morning the old horse was found without his saddle, and with the bridle under his feet, soberly
cropping the grass at his master's gate.  Ichabod did not make his appearance at breakfast.  Dinner
hour came, but no Ichabod.  The boys assembled at the schoolhouse, and strolled idly about the banks
of the brook.  But there was no schoolmaster.  Hans Van Ripper now began to feel some uneasiness
about the fate of poor Ichabod, and his saddle.  An inquiry was set on foot.  After diligent investigation,
they came upon his traces.  In one part of the road leading to the town hall was found the saddle
trampled in the dirt.  The tracks of horses' hoofs deeply dented in the road and evidently at furious
speed, were traced to the bridge.  Beyond that, on the bank of a broad part of the brook, where the
water ran deep and black, was found the hat of the unfortunate Ichabod.  Close beside it was a
shattered pumpkin.
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Where…?
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His terror rose to desperation.  He rained a shower of kicks and blows upon Gunpowder, his horse.  His
hope was by a sudden movement to give his companion the slip.  But the specter started full jump with
him.  Away, then, they dashed through thick and thin.  Stones flew and sparks flashed at every bound. 
Ichabod's flimsy garments fluttered in the air.  He stretched his long lank body away over his horse's
head, in the eagerness of his flight.
 
They had now reached the road which turns off to Sleepy Hollow.  But Gunpowder, who seemed
possessed with a demon, instead of keeping up it, made an opposite turn.  They plunged headlong
downhill to the left.  This road leads through a sandy hollow shaded by trees for about a quarter of a
mile.  There it crosses the bridge famous in the goblin story.  Just beyond that swells the green knoll on
which stands the whitewashed town hall.
As yet the panic of the steed had given his unskilful rider an apparent advantage in the chase.  But just
as he had got half way through the hollow, the girths of the saddle gave way!  He felt the saddle
slipping from under him.  He seized it by the pommel and tried to hold it firm.  But this was in vain.  He
had just time to save himself by clasping old Gunpowder round the neck.  The saddle fell to the earth,
and he heard it trampled under foot by his pursuer.  For a moment, the terror of Hans Van Ripper's
wrath passed across his mind.  It was his finest saddle.  But this was no time for petty fears.  The goblin
was hard on his haunches!  And (unskillful rider that he was!) he had much ado to maintain his seat. 
Sometimes he was slipping on one side, sometimes on another.  And sometimes he was jolted on the
high ridge of his horse's backbone, with a violence that he verily feared would cleave him asunder.
 
An opening in the trees now cheered him with the hopes that the town hall bridge was at hand.  The
wavering reflection of a silver star in the bosom of the brook told him that he was not mistaken.  He
saw the walls of the town hall dimly glaring under the trees beyond.  He recollected the place where
Brom Bones's ghostly competitor had disappeared.  "If I can but reach that bridge," thought Ichabod, "I
am safe."  Just then he heard the black steed panting and blowing close behind him.  He even fancied
that he felt his hot breath.  Another convulsive kick in the ribs, and old Gunpowder sprang upon the
bridge.  He thundered over the resounding planks.  He gained the opposite side!  And now Ichabod cast
a look behind to see if his pursuer should vanish, according to rule, in a flash of fire and brimstone.  Just
then he saw the goblin rising in his stirrups, and in the very act of hurling his head at him.  Ichabod
endeavored to dodge the horrible missile, but too late.  It encountered his cranium with a tremendous
crash—he was tumbled headlong into the dust, and Gunpowder, the black steed, and the goblin rider
passed by like a whirlwind.
The next morning the old horse was found without his saddle, and with the bridle under his feet, soberly
cropping the grass at his master's gate.  Ichabod did not make his appearance at breakfast.  Dinner
hour came, but no Ichabod.  The boys assembled at the schoolhouse, and strolled idly about the banks
of the brook.  But there was no schoolmaster.  Hans Van Ripper now began to feel some uneasiness
about the fate of poor Ichabod, and his saddle.  An inquiry was set on foot.  After diligent investigation,



about the fate of poor Ichabod, and his saddle.  An inquiry was set on foot.  After diligent investigation,
they came upon his traces.  In one part of the road leading to the town hall was found the saddle
trampled in the dirt.  The tracks of horses' hoofs deeply dented in the road and evidently at furious
speed, were traced to the bridge.  Beyond that, on the bank of a broad part of the brook, where the
water ran deep and black, was found the hat of the unfortunate Ichabod.  Close beside it was a
shattered pumpkin.
 
Question 1: Suggest a different title for this text. Why do you think that this would make a good title? 

Question 2: Identify a quote from the text that you think is very important and explain why. 

Question 3: What part of the text is hard for you to understand? What do you think it means? 

Question 4: If you were asked to edit this text down to half its length, what details would you remove? 

Question 5: Write 3-5 sentences summarizing the text. 



Focus on Grammar
Superlatives show that one thing is the most something, among three or more of the same type. For example,
in the sentence "She is the smartest person in class" the word "smartest" tells us that she is smarter than all the
other students.
What is described as the most of something in the sentence(s) below?

   Directions: Identify how the superlatives is used in the sentence(s) below
1. It was his finest saddle.

Word Roots & Stems
Rule: The suffix ness changes an adjective into a noun, like happiness.

Directions: Identify the word that ends with -ness in each sentence and write it on the line.
1. He stretched his long lank body away over his horse's head , in the eagerness of his flight.

2. Hans Van Ripper now began to feel some uneasiness about the fate of poor Ichabod, and his saddle.

Directions: Fill in the blanks below, just as in the models.

Vocabulary Practice
FILL IN THE BLANK

Directions: Use the word bank to identify the word that best completes the
sentence.

instead of in the air ado apparent flimsy maintain
opposite quarter specter possessed bound companion
saddle clasping plunged

1. The empty bottles and dirty dishes make it _______________ that there was a party here.

2. The _______________ fork broke after only a week.

3. There was much _______________ made about nothing

4. He _______________es three cars, but only one runs.

5. He put the _______________ on the horse.

6. She _______________ the baby to her breast.

7. I will have the blue _______________ the red.

8. His _______________ on the trip was an old friend.

9. It is _______________ that we will be getting a new president next week.

10. Older sports cars are difficult _______________ but fun to drive.

11. Hot is the _______________ of cold.



A. instead of
B. in the air
C. ado
D. apparent
E. flimsy
F. maintain
G. opposite
H. quarter
I. specter
J. possessed
K. bound
L. companion
M. saddle
N. clasping
O. plunged

1.

2.

3.

4.

12. The first _______________ of the year ends in March, the second in June.

13. He _______________ the spoon into the ice cream.

14. She believed that the house was haunted after she saw _______________s in the night.

15. The US is _______________ed by the Atlantic Ocean in the east and the Pacific in the west.

MATCHING

Directions: Write the letter of word that matches the definition on the line. If it helps, feel free
to also draw a line between the definition and the matching word.

1. _______ Obvious; easy to understand. 

2. _______ Thin and weak. 

3. _______ unnecessary activity or ceremony. 

4. _______ To own. 

5. _______ The seat for a rider that goes on a horse, other animal, bicycle, etc. 

6. _______ To hold tightly. 

7. _______ A different choice; in place of. 

8. _______ A partner; someone who spends time with another. 

9. _______ Current, exerting an influence. 

10. _______ To cause a state or condition to continue. 

11. _______ Completely different. 

12. _______ One of four equal parts. 

13. _______ To push into quickly, like a rock falling into water. 

14. _______ A haunting or ghostly image. 

15. _______ The limit or end. 

WRITE YOUR OWN SENTENCES

Directions: For each of the words in the box, write an original sentence using the word.
Circle the vocabulary word in each sentence. Be sure to write a sentence that would help the
reader better understand the meaning of the word.

instead of in the air ado apparent flimsy maintain
opposite quarter specter possessed bound companion
saddle clasping plunged
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.



Student:______________________

Date:______________________

Teacher: Shawn McGirr

THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW
By: Washington Irving
Source: Leveled Texts for Classic Fiction - Fantasy & Science Fiction

Pronunciation: ER

Directions: Practice by saying the word pairs and example sentences, then speak the words
from this reading.
Word Pairs fur-fear, her-here, burr-beer, girl-gear, sir-sear

Example sentence: Were girls hurrying her further?

Examples from this reading: Specter - Shattered - Wavering - Encountered - Competitor - Quarter -

Reading

Directions: Read the following passage carefully.

1. Read the entire passage quickly and generate questions using the graphic organizer
below.

2. Read the passage again more carefully and try to answer your questions.

Thick Questions
Big questions that you need to THINK and
SEARCH to find the answers to.
EXAMPLES:
Why does the author think that…?
What would happen if …?
Why does…?

Thin Questions
Smaller questions that you can find the
answer to RIGHT IN THE TEXT.
EXAMPLES:
What…?
Who…?
When…?
Where…?

Questions Possible Answers Questions Possible Answers



His terror rose to desperation.  He rained a shower of kicks and blows upon Gunpowder, his horse.  His
hope was by a sudden movement to give his companion the slip.  But the specter started full jump with
him.  Away, then, they dashed through thick and thin.  Stones flew and sparks flashed at every bound. 
Ichabod's flimsy garments fluttered in the air.  He stretched his long lank body away over his horse's
head, in the eagerness of his flight.
 
They had now reached the road which turns off to Sleepy Hollow.  But Gunpowder, who seemed
possessed with a demon, instead of keeping up it, made an opposite turn.  They plunged headlong
downhill to the left.  This road leads through a sandy hollow shaded by trees for about a quarter of a
mile.  There it crosses the bridge famous in the goblin story.  Just beyond that swells the green knoll on
which stands the whitewashed town hall.
As yet the panic of the steed had given his unskilful rider an apparent advantage in the chase.  But just
as he had got half way through the hollow, the girths of the saddle gave way!  He felt the saddle
slipping from under him.  He seized it by the pommel and tried to hold it firm.  But this was in vain.  He
had just time to save himself by clasping old Gunpowder round the neck.  The saddle fell to the earth,
and he heard it trampled under foot by his pursuer.  For a moment, the terror of Hans Van Ripper's
wrath passed across his mind.  It was his finest saddle.  But this was no time for petty fears.  The goblin
was hard on his haunches!  And (unskillful rider that he was!) he had much ado to maintain his seat. 
Sometimes he was slipping on one side, sometimes on another.  And sometimes he was jolted on the
high ridge of his horse's backbone, with a violence that he verily feared would cleave him asunder.
 
An opening in the trees now cheered him with the hopes that the town hall bridge was at hand.  The
wavering reflection of a silver star in the bosom of the brook told him that he was not mistaken.  He
saw the walls of the town hall dimly glaring under the trees beyond.  He recollected the place where
Brom Bones's ghostly competitor had disappeared.  "If I can but reach that bridge," thought Ichabod, "I
am safe."  Just then he heard the black steed panting and blowing close behind him.  He even fancied
that he felt his hot breath.  Another convulsive kick in the ribs, and old Gunpowder sprang upon the
bridge.  He thundered over the resounding planks.  He gained the opposite side!  And now Ichabod cast
a look behind to see if his pursuer should vanish, according to rule, in a flash of fire and brimstone.  Just
then he saw the goblin rising in his stirrups, and in the very act of hurling his head at him.  Ichabod
endeavored to dodge the horrible missile, but too late.  It encountered his cranium with a tremendous
crash—he was tumbled headlong into the dust, and Gunpowder, the black steed, and the goblin rider
passed by like a whirlwind.
The next morning the old horse was found without his saddle, and with the bridle under his feet, soberly
cropping the grass at his master's gate.  Ichabod did not make his appearance at breakfast.  Dinner
hour came, but no Ichabod.  The boys assembled at the schoolhouse, and strolled idly about the banks
of the brook.  But there was no schoolmaster.  Hans Van Ripper now began to feel some uneasiness
about the fate of poor Ichabod, and his saddle.  An inquiry was set on foot.  After diligent investigation,
they came upon his traces.  In one part of the road leading to the town hall was found the saddle
trampled in the dirt.  The tracks of horses' hoofs deeply dented in the road and evidently at furious
speed, were traced to the bridge.  Beyond that, on the bank of a broad part of the brook, where the
water ran deep and black, was found the hat of the unfortunate Ichabod.  Close beside it was a
shattered pumpkin.
 
Question 1: Suggest a different title for this text. Why do you think that this would make a good title? 

Question 2: Identify a quote from the text that you think is very important and explain why. 

Question 3: What part of the text is hard for you to understand? What do you think it means? 



Question 4: If you were asked to edit this text down to half its length, what details would you remove? 

Question 5: Write 3-5 sentences summarizing the text. 

Focus on Grammar
Superlatives show that one thing is the most something, among three or more of the same type. For example,
in the sentence "She is the smartest person in class" the word "smartest" tells us that she is smarter than all the
other students.
What is described as the most of something in the sentence(s) below?

   Directions: Identify how the superlatives is used in the sentence(s) below
1. It was his finest saddle.

Word Roots & Stems
Rule: The suffix ness changes an adjective into a noun, like happiness.

Directions: Identify the word that ends with -ness in each sentence and write it on the line.
1. He stretched his long lank body away over his horse's head , in the eagerness of his flight.

2. Hans Van Ripper now began to feel some uneasiness about the fate of poor Ichabod, and his saddle.



A. instead of
B. in the air
C. ado
D. apparent
E. flimsy
F. maintain
G. opposite
H. quarter
I. specter
J. possessed
K. bound
L. companion
M. saddle
N. clasping
O. plunged

Directions: Fill in the blanks below, just as in the models.

Vocabulary Practice
FILL IN THE BLANK

Directions: Use the word bank to identify the word that best completes the
sentence.

instead of in the air ado apparent flimsy maintain
opposite quarter specter possessed bound companion
saddle clasping plunged

1. The empty bottles and dirty dishes make it _______________ that there was a party here.

2. The _______________ fork broke after only a week.

3. There was much _______________ made about nothing

4. He _______________es three cars, but only one runs.

5. He put the _______________ on the horse.

6. She _______________ the baby to her breast.

7. I will have the blue _______________ the red.

8. His _______________ on the trip was an old friend.

9. It is _______________ that we will be getting a new president next week.

10. Older sports cars are difficult _______________ but fun to drive.

11. Hot is the _______________ of cold.

12. The first _______________ of the year ends in March, the second in June.

13. He _______________ the spoon into the ice cream.

14. She believed that the house was haunted after she saw _______________s in the night.

15. The US is _______________ed by the Atlantic Ocean in the east and the Pacific in the west.

MATCHING

Directions: Write the letter of word that matches the definition on the line. If it helps, feel free
to also draw a line between the definition and the matching word.

1. _______ Obvious; easy to understand. 

2. _______ Thin and weak. 

3. _______ unnecessary activity or ceremony. 

4. _______ To own. 

5. _______ The seat for a rider that goes on a horse, other animal, bicycle, etc. 

6. _______ To hold tightly. 

7. _______ A different choice; in place of. 

8. _______ A partner; someone who spends time with another. 



1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

9. _______ Current, exerting an influence. 

10. _______ To cause a state or condition to continue. 

11. _______ Completely different. 

12. _______ One of four equal parts. 

13. _______ To push into quickly, like a rock falling into water. 

14. _______ A haunting or ghostly image. 

15. _______ The limit or end. 

WRITE YOUR OWN SENTENCES

Directions: For each of the words in the box, write an original sentence using the word.
Circle the vocabulary word in each sentence. Be sure to write a sentence that would help the
reader better understand the meaning of the word.

instead of in the air ado apparent flimsy maintain
opposite quarter specter possessed bound companion
saddle clasping plunged
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LESSON:
Aim: Grade: 7 Subject: Prepared by: Shawn McGirr

Objectives:
Students will be able to understand, pronounce, and use the words in the vocabulary list below.
Students will be able to demonstrate comprehension of the passage by answering questions which require basic understanding and
interpretation of the content.

Standards addressed:
Lit 10, Grade 7 - By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades Lit 6.Lit 8.text
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Language 1, Grade 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 - The student will demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
Language 4, Grade 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 - The student will determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases.
CCR Anchor 1, Grade 6,7,8,9,10,11,12 - Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Vocabulary:
1. instead of  2. in the air  3. ado  4. apparent  5. flimsy  6. maintain
7. opposite  8. quarter  9. specter  10. possessed  11. bound  12. companion
13. saddle  14. clasping  15. plunged

Activity  Description  Differentiation Guide  Assessment

Pronunciation Practice: ER  Introduce key phoneme
with minimal pairs.
Model and emphasize
pronunciation.
Individual and choral
repetition.

 Give students who need extra
help the opportunity to practice
in smaller groups or individually.
Alternate choral and individual
repetition, calling on individual
students at random. Struggling
students may need additional
instruction on how to make new
sounds. Some students may
benefit from being challenged
to think of their own minimal
pair.

 ALL Students will be able to
demonstrate an increase in
pronunciation skills by
successfully pronouncing the
new sound during choral or
individual repetition. SOME
students will be able to
recognize and identify the
sound in other words they
know.

Introduction of vocabulary  Introduce the new words from
the vocabulary list in above
(see Objectives) by modeling
pronunciation, individual and
choral repitition.
Review defintions
Sample Questioning:

In your own words, explain
the definition.
Who can think of a time
when this word might be
used?
Can you use this word in a
sentence?
What’s the antonym
(opposite) of this word?

 When appropriate, give
different types of learners an
opportunity to write down the
new words, associate a visual
image to cue to understanding
of the word, or develop a
physical action to increase the
student’s ability to remember
the new words.

 ALL Students will be able to
increase their understanding
and awareness of the new
words.SOME Students will be
asked to orally demonstrate
knowledge of new words.



Reading & Comprehension
Questions

 Students will read the passages
of and demonstrate
comprehension of the content
by question.

 Depending on the population:
Read the entire passage aloud,
to model phrasing and fluency.
Pause at key moments and
model good reading strategies
through a think aloud. Ask
students to volunteer to read
parts of the passage aloud.
Instruct students to read the
passage silently and complete
the questions independently,
while working with students who
need more literacy help. Ask
students to complete the
questions by doing Think, Pair,
Share

 ALL Students will read the
passage or follow along as the
passage is read. ALL Students
will strive to demonstrate
comprehension of the passage
by answering the questions.
SOME students will be given an
opportunity to share their
answer aloud.

Grammar  Students will review the usage
of and then identify
simple_present in sentences
from the reading. Students will
write 5 original sentences using
simple_present.

 Give students need time to
work on completing their own
practice sentences for the
grammatical structure. Invite
early finishers to put their
sentences on the board or
challenge them to not only use
the grammar structure, but also
include the vocabulary from the
lesson in their sentences.

 ALL Students will be able to
demonstrate an increased
mastery of the grammar
structure by independently
writing sentences that correctly
employ simple_present.

Word Building: Roots and
Stems

 Students will be encouraged to
take away a word-attack
strategy from this lesson by
reviewing -y, which was used in
the reading.

 Students may benefit from
having time to complete this
portion of the worksheet
individually or in pairs.

 ALL students will be able to
recognize the suffix -y and
understand The suffix y
changes a noun into an
adjective, like dirty..

Practicing New Vocabulary  Students will be given a chance
to practice applying new
vocabulary by completing cloze
sentences.

 Students complete this section
of worksheet independently
prior to group review of the
answers. When appropriate,
have students work in pairs or
small groups.

 ALL Students will increase their
familiarity with the new
vocabulary and their ability to
successfully use these new
words in context. Students who
get more than two of the cloze
sentences wrong should be
asked do other reinforcement
(i.e. flash cards).

Summary  Instructor will review the
objectives of the lesson with the
class a whole.

 The summary can be
completed as quick discussion
or by asking student to
summarize in their notes.

 Example quick assess: 3 new
pieces of information from text,
2 new words, 1 question about
what they learned.

Fill-in-the-blank Answer Key:
1) apparent 2) flimsy 3) ado 4) possess 5) saddle 6) clasped 7) instead of 8) companion 9) in the air 10) maintain 11) opposite 12) quarter 13)
plunged 14) specter 15) bound

Matching Answer Key:
A. 7
B. 9
C. 3
D. 1
E. 2
F. 10
G. 11
H. 12
I. 14
J. 4
K. 15
L. 8
M. 5
N. 6
O. 13




