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Johnny Appleseed
“And what a legend John Chapman left - of a crazy old man who had feet so hard a snake’s fangs could not penetrate them, who put out his campfire rather than harm the mosquitoes that flew into it.  Of a man who sowed apple seeds from Massachusetts all the way to California, who helped the Native Americans and white settles with equal ease.  It was said he wore a tin mush pot on his head and a coffee sack for a shirt and went shoeless even in the worst snowstorms.  Some of it was true; most of it was half true or totally made up.
Like most heroes of legend, Johnny Appleseed was thought to have had a magical birth, with apple blossoms tapping on the windowpane to welcome him, though he was actually born in the fall.  Numerous stories told how he walked in the forests near his childhood home, with wild creatures flocking around him.  And when he died, more stories circulated about apple blossoms falling on his grave, though it was still winter and several months until apple-blossom time.
Legends are like that.  They take over the real life story.  But John Chapman – Johnny Appleseed or Appleseed John, as he was alternately called – led a life that was in some ways even greater than the legends.  He really did change the landscape of the country, planting great apple orchards and selling them to thousands of westward travelers till all of America was apple land, from sea to shining sea.”


After reading and discussing The Legend of Johnny Appleseed, join with a partner and use your “List of Character Traits” handout to write a legend about a famous person you have studied.  Also, use as many of the vocabulary words from Johnny Appleseed as you can. It can be a heroic or humorous story but it must be respectful.   
   

